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good waggon-road can be made on this side from Conlterville to the 
edge of tiie Yalley, for a very moderate sum, so that travellers c-onld 
make the trip through in one day ; indeed there is now a waggon-road as 
far as Black’s, although it is seldom used by travellers. As at present 
arranged, it is very inconvenient to travellers, especially to ladies not 
accustomed to riding, since there is no stopping place on that side, except 
at Black’s (which is an excellent one) ; but, this being only 17 miles 
from Conlterville, there are 814 miles to be done the next day a very 
hard day’s work, when we consider that the climbing down the walls 
of the Yalley make up a part of it. 

The proper way for travellers is, undoubtedly, to make the “round 
trip,” going into the Yal ley on one side and returning on the other, as 
the trail on the Mariposa side takes one near the Big Trees, and, besides, 
Tirn slies tv fai tlio "best general views of the Yalley (see photograph 
No. 1) ; while, on the Conlterville trail, we have the Bower Cave and 
many line views of the distant Sierra. It is for the traveller to decide 
whether he prefers getting the general views of the Yalley after he has 
already been there, or on his way into it. If he wishes to have the whole 
grandeur of the Yosemite revealed to him at once, let him enter the 
Yalley on the Mariposa side ; if, on the other hand, he prefers to see the 
various points in succession, one after another, and then, filially, as he 
leaves the Yalley, to have these glorious general views, as a kind of 
summing up of the whole, lie will enter by the Conlterville and depart by 
the Mariposa side. Horses and guides may be obtained at Conlterville, 
Mariposa or Bear Valley, to make the round trip, and parties often go 
prepared to camp out on the way wherever they may find it agreeable, 
thus rendering themselves independent of hotels and landlords. Those 
who do not camp, usually ride from Bear Valley or Mariposa to White 
and Hatch’s, dine there and go on to Clark’s the same evening, stop over 
there one day and visit the Big Tree Grove ; then ride to the Yosemite 
the next day. In leaving the Yalley, they ride to Black’s the first 
day, then to Conlterville the second, and reach San Francisco late the 
night of the third. Those who are not in haste can greatly improve 
on this programme by stopping over night at White and Hatch’s, and 
jogging on comfortably, the next day, to Clark’s. Persons have been 
found, sufficiently in haste and having so little regard for their horses, 
as to ride from Bear Valley to the Yosemite in one day, eighteen hours 
long ! 
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With the completion of the railroad from San Francisco to Stockton 
and from the latter place to Copperopolis, as well as of the waggon-roads 
contemplated and spoken of above, the trip to the Yosemite will no 
longer be one requiring any considerable exertion, even from those least 
used to “ roughing it. As at present arranged, however, it will not do 
to take less than ten days for the excursion from San Francisco to the 
Yosemite and back, including a visit to the Big Trees. This includes a 
stoppage of three days in the Yalley — the least time that one can give 
to it, even if all the minor excursions are neglected. The following would 
be a convenient programme : leave on Stockton boat at four o’clock, P. M. ; 
then, first day to Bear Valley; second, to White and Hatch’s; third. 
visit the Big Trees and return to Clark’s ; fourth , to the Yosemite ; fifth, 
sixth, and seventh, in the Yalley; eighth, to Black’s; ninth, to Bower 
Cave and Conlterville ; tenth, return to San Francisco, leaving Conlterville 
very early in the morning and reaching San Francisco late the same 
night. There is nothing in the trip which need excite alarm in even the 
most timid peison, as the trails are nowhere dangerous, and it is always 
easj' to dismount where the slope is too steep for riding with comfort to 
man or beast. The grandeur of the scenery, the magnificence of the 
forests, the clear cool water and bracing air of the mountains— all these 
combine to make the ride, after one leaves the foot-hills, one of most 
intense enjoyment to those who are sufficiently accustomed to riding 
to feel “at home” on a horse’s or mule’s back, as is usually the case with 
Californians. Three days, however, is but a very limited time for seein°- 
tin* A alley itself and its surroundings ; and, after describing the principal 
objects of interest in the region, some hints will be given as to extending 
the sojourn there and utilizing the additional days to the best advantage. 

For convenience, the routes into the Yalley, on each side, will first be 
described, and then the A r alley itself, and we will imagine the traveller to 
start at Conlterville, entering the Yosemite on the north side. 

Conlterville lies near the “Great Quartz Vein” of California and was 
once the seat of considerable placer and quartz mining ; but both of these 
industries are, at present, in rather a stagnant condition. It lies on Max- 
well Creek, a branch of the Merced, at an elevation of about 1,800 feet 
above the sea and not far from the border between the “foot-hills” and 
tin Siena piopei, v lieie we leaee the hills densely covered with chaparral 
for the more open and majestic forests of the higher regions, exchanging 
ditches toi natui a 1 1 \ -running water, no longer thickened to the consistency 



